




1 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on Him 
to hear the word of God, He was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, [also known as Sea of Galilee] 2 and He saw two 
boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, 
which was Simon’s, He asked him to put out a little from the 
land. And He sat down and taught the people from the boat.
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4 And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, 
“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night 
and took nothing! But at Your word I will let down the nets.” 
6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of 
fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.
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8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O LORD.” 9 
For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch 
of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus 
said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; FROM NOW ON YOU 
WILL BE CATCHING MEN.”
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11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they 
LEFT EVERYTHING AND FOLLOWED HIM.



40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. 
You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

john 1:40-42    
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1. unique aspects of peter’s life

name change.



1. unique aspects of peter’s life

multiple triumphs.



1. unique aspects of peter’s life

multiple failures.
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2. how does god call us?

he already has!



salvation is our 
ordination. 
baptism is our 
commission.
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2. how does god call us?

he uses what we have 
and who we are.



3 Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, He asked 
him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and 
taught the people from the boat.
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2. how does god call us?

his call connects us 
to community.
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7 They signaled to their PARTNERS in the OTHER 
BOAT to come and help them. And they came and filled 
both the boats, so that they began to sink.
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3. how do we respond to his call?

move from respect to 
ownership.
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5 And Simon answered, “Master, [superintendent, overseer] 
we toiled all night and took nothing! 

8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O LORD.”



3. how do we respond to his call?

recognise that it is 
inconvenient and 
counter intuitive.



2 and He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone 
out of them and were washing their nets.

luke 5:2



3. how do we respond to his call?

recognise the provision.



3. how do we respond to his call?

accept the affirmation 
then respond to the 
commission.




