
WARNING





5:11-14
11 About this we have much to say, and it 
is hard to explain, since you have become 
DULL OF HEARING. 12 For though by this 
time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic 
principles of the oracles of God.



5:11-14
You need MILK, NOT SOLID FOOD, 13 for 
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in 
the word of righteousness, since he is a 
child. 14 But SOLID FOOD IS FOR THE 
MATURE, for those who have their powers 
of discernment trained by constant 
practice to distinguish good from evil.



1. How do we 
become 
mature?



1 Therefore LET US LEAVE (not abandon, not 
forget, but move on from, build something 
on this foundation) the elementary doctrine of 
Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again 
a foundation of REPENTANCE from dead 
works and of FAITH toward God,

6:1-3 ESV



2 and of instruction about WASHINGS, the 
LAYING ON OF HANDS, the RESURRECTION 
of the DEAD, and ETERNAL JUDGMENT. 3 
And this we will do if God permits.

6:1-3 ESV



What does He 
consider 
elementary?

1. HOW DO WE BECOME MATURE?



– Repentance

1.1 WHAT DOES HE CONSIDER ELEMENTARY?



– Baptism
– Repentance

1.1 WHAT DOES HE CONSIDER ELEMENTARY?



– Laying on of hands

– Repentance 
– Baptism

1.1 WHAT DOES HE CONSIDER ELEMENTARY?



– Resurrection of  
   the dead

– Repentance 
– Baptism 
– Laying on of hands

1.1 WHAT DOES HE CONSIDER ELEMENTARY?



– Eternal Judgement

– Repentance 
– Baptism 
– Laying on of hands 
– Resurrection of the dead

1.1 WHAT DOES HE CONSIDER ELEMENTARY?



If you are building 
on these elementary 
principles, then the 
next section is 
impossible...



2. It is 
impossible 
to fall away.



4 For it is IMPOSSIBLE, in the case of those 
who have once been ENLIGHTENED, who 
have tasted the HEAVENLY GIFT, and have 
SHARED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, 5 and have 
tasted the GOODNESS of the WORD OF GOD 
and the POWERS OF THE AGE TO COME,

6:4-6 ESV



 6 and then have FALLEN AWAY (to take a 
wrong path on the road – to turn away), to 
RESTORE them AGAIN TO REPENTANCE, 
since they are CRUCIFYING once again the 
SON OF GOD to their own harm and holding 
him up to CONTEMPT [PUBLIC RIDICULE].

6:4-6 ESV



3. Someone that 
has built on the 
elementary 
principles is:



– Enlightened

3. SOMEONE THAT HAS BUILT ON THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES IS:



– Tasted heavenly gifts
– Enlightened

3. SOMEONE THAT HAS BUILT ON THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES IS:



– Shared in the Holy Spirit

– Enlightened 
– Tasted heavenly gifts

3. SOMEONE THAT HAS BUILT ON THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES IS:



– Tasted the goodness of the 
   Word of God

– Enlightened 
– Tasted heavenly gifts 
– Shared in the Holy Spirit

3. SOMEONE THAT HAS BUILT ON THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES IS:



– Powers of the age to come

– Enlightened 
– Tasted heavenly gifts 
– Shared in the Holy Spirit 
– Tasted the goodness of the Word of God

3. SOMEONE THAT HAS BUILT ON THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES IS:



4. The warning is 
for intentional 
rejection, not 
accidental loss.



Unlike other sins, offenses, and 
weaknesses of believers referred 
to in Hebrews that have been 
wonderfully atoned for through 
Jesus’ new covenant sacrifice and 
high priestly ministry...

COLIN HANSEN



there is no provision for the sin of 
apostasy. For those who utterly 
reject God’s gracious plan of saving 
people and bringing them to glory 
“there remains no more sacrifice for 
sins.” (Heb 10:26)

COLIN HANSEN



Our new natures 
cause an automatic 
response to the 
grace of God.

4. THE WARNING IS FOR INTENTIONAL REJECTION, NOT ACCIDENTAL LOSS



7 For land that has drunk the RAIN that 
often falls on it, and produces a crop 
useful to those for whose sake it is 
cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 
But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is 
worthless and near to being cursed, and its 
end is to be burned.

6:7-12 ESV



You will know a 
tree by its fruit.

4.1 OUR NEW NATURES CAUSE AN AUTOMATIC RESPONSE TO THE GRACE OF GOD



Producing thorns 
doesn’t happen 
to a fruit tree.

4.1 OUR NEW NATURES CAUSE AN AUTOMATIC RESPONSE TO THE GRACE OF GOD



16 You will know them by their fruit. Do people get 
bunches of grapes from thorny weeds, or do they 
get figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every 
good tree produces good fruit, and every rotten 
tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t 
produce bad fruit. And a rotten tree can’t produce 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t produce 
good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 Therefore, you will know them by their fruit.

CEB7:16-20matthew



5. It is God who 
saves, and 
therefore, God 
who keeps us.



9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your 
case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—
things that belong to salvation (things that 
ECHO salvation). 10 FOR GOD IS NOT 
UNJUST so as to OVERLOOK YOUR WORK 
and the LOVE that you have SHOWN FOR 
HIS NAME in SERVING THE SAINTS, as you 
still do.

6:9-12 ESV



11 And we desire each one of you to SHOW 
THE SAME EARNESTNESS to have the FULL 
ASSURANCE OF HOPE UNTIL THE END, 12 
so that you MAY NOT BE SLUGGISH, but 
IMITATORS of those who THROUGH FAITH 
AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES.

6:9-12 ESV



WARNING


